Year 6: Spring 1
Branch 3: Galilee to Jerusalem

Notes for teachers from the RED: In the next three branches, pupils will study the Gospel of St John. In this Gospel, St John presents Jesus as the Messiah who reveals his kingdom through
seven signs. In the Bible, the number seven indicates perfection. St John emphasises Jesus’ divinity through his seven 'l am’ statements that are reminders of the revelation of God as 'l am’ to
Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:14). In this branch, pupils will explore the seven signs of John’s Gospel and one of Jesus’ 'l am’ statements. Below is a brief outline of the seven signs or
miracles.

1. The Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-12) Jesus turns water into wine. He can transform created elements - links with the Eucharist.

2. Healing of the official’s son (John 4:46-54) Jesus heals with a word, his words have power, he is the Word of God. Links with the prologue John 1:1-2.

3. Healing the man at Bethesda (John 5:1-15) Jesus heals on the Sabbath; he is Lord of the Sabbath. However, the man does not recognise that Jesus has healed him and goes to speak to
the authorities. Links with spiritual blindness and seeing Jesus as the Messiah.

4. Feeding of the Five Thousand (John 6:5-14) Jesus feeds the people as the Israelites were fed by manna in the desert. Links with the Eucharist.

5. Jesus walks on water (John 6:16-24) Jesus is the new Moses; as Moses led the people across the Red Sea, Jesus leads the way to the Kingdom of God.

6. Healing of the man born blind (John 9:1-7) Links with healing the man at Bethesda. In this miracle, the man recognises Jesus, and he sees physically and spiritually experiencing conversion
and healing.

7. The raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-45) Jesus is the way to eternal life. Martha, his sister, experiences conversion, recognising Jesus as ‘the Christ, the Son of God’, and then Jesus raises
Lazarus from the dead. This miracle that prompts the authorities to act against Jesus and the events of Holy Week follow.

Unlike the other Gospels, St John’s Gospel only tells of these seven miraculous signs. Each one points to a greater truth about Jesus’ divine nature. In the seven 'l am’ statements Jesus explains
his identity in beautiful poetic terms. It is suggested pupils explore either the ‘Il am the bread of life’ (John 6:35) statement which follows the feeding of the five thousand, or the ‘I am the
Resurrection’ statement, which is part of the story of Lazarus.

Through the Celebrate lens, pupils will consider the purpose of the seven sacraments. In this branch, they will not explore each sacrament in detail rather explore the purpose of sacraments
as part of a life in Christ. By age ten, they will be able to notice sacraments that happen once in a lifetime and mark a particular point of encounter with God and those that form part of a
Catholic's ongoing sacramental life. Each of St John’s seven signs does not point directly to a sacrament though they do link with the sacramental imagination.
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LO: To recognise Jesus' healing of the John 4:46-54 Debate: Was the official’s faith the key to the miracle?
official’s son as a call to faith (Healing the Create a storyboard showing key moments. healing. faith peace
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Group work: Divide the class into groups, each focusing on one of
the miracles. Ask each group to present their findings and explain the
deeper meaning of their assigned miracle.

Create a "miracle chart": Have students create a chart where they
list each miracle, explain its literal meaning, and then provide a
deeper spiritual interpretation.

Reflection: Ask students to write a reflection on how these miracles
help us understand Jesus' mission and His relationship with God the
Father.

compassion, power




GD question: How does each of these miracles reveal something
about Jesus' identity and His mission on earth? How can we apply
their deeper meanings to our lives today?
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that sacraments are ‘meeting points with
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Discuss why acraments are described as “visible signs of God’s
presence”.
Create artwork showing how sacraments connect us with God.
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LO: To understand the symbolic meaning of | John 6:1-14 Create a comic strip of the miracle.
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LO: To explain how sacraments are 1 Corinthians Interview a parishioner about their experience of sacraments.
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LO: To interpret how the 'l am’ statements John 6:35 (I am Create a mind map linking an ‘l am’ statement to Jesus’ mission.
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Lesson o ' , or John 11:25(1 world today. mission, bread, life,

10 CsT Pr'“C'PI?: Care for Creation - Jesus am the resurrection, creation, care,
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LO: To recognise how artistic Analyze and compare two artworks of a chosen miracle.
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LO: To appreciate that scripture can speak John 9:1-12 Discuss how different people interpret the healing of the blind man. scripture. experience
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personal experience of scripture is valid.

GD question: Why do people’s experiences of scripture vary, and
why is this important?
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